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POLICE POWERS IN THE
WORKPLACE FACTSHEET

WHEN CAN POLICE ENTER A SEX
WORKERS PLACE OF WORK?

Police can enter a business or
residential property both with or
without a warrant depending on the
circumstances.

HOW CAN POLICE GET A SEARCH
WARRANT?

Police submit an application to the
court that there is a reasonable
grounds to believe that evidence of a
"searchable offence" (like drugs,
firearms, etc.) will be found on the
premises. A warrant is the written
authorisation of this search.

POLICE ENTERING PREMISES
WITHOUT A WARRANT

Police can only come into your
premises IF they believe thereis a
crime in progress, or to arrest
someone that they believe is inside
OR...

Telephone Location
(02) 9332 1966 50- 52 Darlinghurst Road
Potts Point NSW 2011

POLICE ENTERING PREMISES
WITHOUT A WARRANT (cont)

OR - They ask you to come in and
you say ‘yes!’ For example...

Police: “Can we come inside and take
a look around?”

You: “Is it an offence if | don’t let you
inside?

Police: “No, we just want to see if X is
here”

You: “Then I’m sorry but I’'m not going
to allow access without a warrant”

(or)

Police: “Yes, you’ll be hindering
police”

You: “Okay | will comply with your
orders but | want it noted that | am
not consenting.”

If police are at your place of work or
home without a warrant, stay calm
and remember your rights. If they
don’t have a warrant you may not
have to let them in or speak with
them.
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POLICE ENTERING PREMISES WITHA
WARRANT

*STAY CALM*

If police are at your place of work to
carry out a search warrant:
e Check the address is right!
e Check the warrant has not
expired!

Police must:

* Give the owner (or manager or
resident) of the premises a copy of
the search warrant

e Tell you that they are police
(showing you proof if they’re in
plain clothes)*

e Tell you what they’re doing*

(*except where they are undercover)

E.G. “My name is Constable Smith from
Kings Cross Police Station, we are
executing a search warrant, | need you
to stay exactly where you are and put
your hands on your head.”

POLICE ENTERING PREMISES WITH
AWARRANT

Police can:

e give “reasonable directions” e.g.
where to stand, what to do, or
how to move.

e search you or your belongings
(you can tell them you don’t
consent to being searched but
you won’t hinder it)

» ask for your name and address (In
NSW, you are legally required to
provide your name and address
to police in certain situations)

Police do not have the power to
question or interview persons while
they are executing the search
warrant

This means you are not obligated to
answer any questions except for the
information on your ID.

Council and police can also obtain
search warrants in relation to council
planning compliance under laws that
regulate sex work premises, and
police can attend these council
inspections.

This information is current to 4 March 2025 and reflects the law as it applies in the State of New South Wales, Australia. It is general 2
information and is no substitute for legal advice tailored to your particular circumstances.
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UNDERCOVER & COVERT SEARCH
WARRANTS

“Covert” search warrants and
undercover police officers do not have
to:
« tell you they are police officers,
e show you any documents
 tell you that they’re searching your
property.

Undercover officers are given
permission to break certain laws and
not be punished for that.

However, if an undercover officer
RECEIVED or otherwise engaged in
sexual services, on the basis that
you thought they were just a regular
client, then that would be
fraudulent, there is no longer
consent, and it’s a criminal offence
on their part.

If the Council suspects a premises is in
violation of local planning laws, they
can hire private inspectors to
investigate. As with police, it’s
unlawful under consent laws for
these PI’s to RECEIVE or otherwise
engage sexual services.
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DRUGS and BOOKINGS

If drugs are consumed or present
during a booking you could be held
criminally liable even if they aren’t
yours or you don’t take any.

Criminal offences include:

e Using/administering to yourself
or others/allowing someone to
administer to you an illegal drug.

e Possessing anillegal drug

e Supplyingillegal drugs (incl.take
part in any step of the supply.
process e.g. texting a friend to ‘get
on’ for a client)

e Responsible for the property
(including renter) where sex work
takes place and you allow
someone to supply drugs on
premises

If you’re working at an establishment
think what management, a co-worker
or someone else on premises could
do if you or a client were taking or in
possession of drugs. Could they call
police or allow police on site?

This information is current to 4 March 2025 and reflects the law as it applies in the State of New South Wales, Australia. It is general 3
information and is no substitute for legal advice tailored to your particular circumstances.
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WILL POLICE COME IF | CALL ‘000’
FOR A POSSIBLE OVERDOSE?

Police may come:
 if ambulance officers fear for their
safety (e.g. if there is a possibility
of violence) or if an OD becomes
fatal.
e If the person calling 000 asks for
police to attend as well as ambo’s.

You should always tell ambulance
officers what you know to help them
assist the person such as what the
substance was, when they took it, how
much, and when they started
becoming ill.

STAY SAFE - harm reduction

You shouldn’t ever feel pressured to
take, or be around drugs by either
clients, managers or co-workers.
However, if you want to do ‘party
bookings’, you can have your own
boundaries, like not taking anything or
only pretending to, taking certain
drugs but not others, or having your
own drugs and not the clients. Go slow
and educate yourself on how different
drugs and alcohol can interact.

CAN POLICE CALL IMMIGRATION?
Yes, police can involve immigration if
they suspect someoneiisin the
country illegally or has committed
crimes related to immigration laws,
even if you call them for help..

In NSW, police generally can’t ask
about your immigration status unless
they suspect you of a crime or have a
‘reasonable suspicion’ that you are
committing an offence, and they need
to investigate your identity.

AUSTRALIAN BORDER FORCE
Warrants also apply to the ABF. If they
don’t have a warrant, they can only
enter your home/work if someone
agrees to let them in.

You can say no if ABF asks to enter
your home/workplace.

ABF can ask your name and proof of
your visa or citizenship. You don’t
have to answer, but if you refuse
there is a risk you could be taken to
immigration detention.

If you don't have your ID or visa info
with you, you can ask to provide it
later.

You have the right to an interpreter
at any time when speaking to the
ABF.

This information is current to 4 March 2025 and reflects the law as it applies in the State of New South Wales, Australia. It is general 4
information and is no substitute for legal advice tailored to your particular circumstances.
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YOU HAVE RIGHTS

Remember, if the police or ABF come
to your home/work DON’T PANIC.
e Stay calm & remember your
rights!
» Besides your name and address,
you have the right to silence
e You have the right to being
informed of the reason for your
arrest or detention and the the
offence you are being accused of
e You have the right to privacy,
police can't search your phone
or other possessions without a
warrant/your consent
e You have the right to speak to a
solicitor before being
interviewed by police

If police ask to search you, you don’t
have to consent. If they say you don’t
have a choice, tell them you don’t
consent but you won’t hinder them. If
it’s later found the search was
unlawful you may be able to get
anything incriminating kept out of
court.

Police can’t refuse to give you bail just
because you don’t do an interview or
maintain your right to silence.

IF IN DOUBT, REACH OUT

A lawyer can provide advice on how
the law applies to your situation and
explain your options to you.
Community Legal Centres provide
free legal advice.

The Inner City Legal Centre provides
free legal assistance to sex workers in
NSW and can be contacted on (02)
9332 1966 or through iclc.org.au

Immigration Advice and Rights
Centre provides free specialist
immigration advice and assistance to
people throughout NSW and can be
contacted on (02) 8234 0700 or
through iarc.org.au

FURTHER RESOURCES

SWOP NSW provides peer-based
support to sex workers across NSW
and can be contacted on (02) 9184
9466 or swop.org.au

For confidential information and
support around harm reduction and
safer drug use call Peer Line on 1800
644 413

This information is current to 4 March 2025 and reflects the law as it applies in the State of New South Wales, Australia. It is general 5
information and is no substitute for legal advice tailored to your particular circumstances.



